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Our Founders
Founded in 1971 by Jane Simmon Miller and Michael O’Flaherty, Genesius Theatre is 
named after Saint Genesius, Patron Saint of Actors.
Our Vision
The vision of Genesius Theatre is to be the premier focal point for new and novel experiences 
in the performing arts.
Our Mission
We believe that the best theater is an experience of living and feeling, changing and growing, 
challenging and becoming.
We trust in the power of this inspiring and dynamic medium to transform the artists who 
create it, the audiences who enjoy it, and the patrons who support it.
We exist to produce and present entertainment in all phases of the performing arts that 
entertains audiences, educates and trains artists, nurtures emerging art, and enriches the 
cultural community for people of all ages in Berks County.
Board Of Directors
President: Abbe Dillon
Vice President: Rod Snyder
Secretary: Alex Miller
Treasurer: Amy Botwright
Board Members: Brian Fichthorn, Hope L. O’Pake, John Gancar, Kirk Lawrence, Barry Ewald
Departments & Staff
House and Box Office: Amy Botwright (Chair), Abbe Dillon, John Gancar, Sharon Majesky, 
Kelly Snyder
Costumes: F.B. Spector, PhD (Chair), Heather Roberts, Susan Shanaman
Marketing:  Kirk Lawrence (Chair), Abbe Dillon (Co-Chair), F.B. Spector, PhD, Shannan 
Denlinger, Hope L. O’Pake
Education Director: Christine Cieplinski (Chair), Sheila Harrington, Sharon Majesky, Hope 
L. O’Pake, Donna Robinson, Kelly Snyder
Grant Writing: Robert Aregood (Chair), Brian Fichthorn, Ron Bair, Lidia Zidik, Alex Miller
Group Sales: Brian Fichthorn (Chair), Stan Durlak, Anita Lewis
Production: Rod Snyder (Master Carpenter), Kevin Cooper, Mike Corcoran, Andrew Cusano, 
Marjory Ewald, Dean Fichtorn, Mike Kurowski, LJ Fecho, Spencer Fecho, Bill Wisser
Sponsored Houses: Hope L. O’Pake (Chair)
Membership: John Gancar (Chair)
Technical Director: Kathryn Brannon
Musical Supervisor: Andrew Cusano
Web Developer: Shannan Denlinger, F. B. Spector, PhD
Readers Theatre: Marjory Ewald (Chair), Abbe Dillon
Technical Consultant: Dave Neel
2010 Season Logos:  Kirk Lawrence
Footlights Editor:  Jamie Howard

Tickets: 610-373-9500   Office: 610-371-8151
genesiustheatre.org   email: genesiustheatre@verizon.net

Location
153 North 10th Street (Corner of 10th & Walnut) Reading, PA

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 6564 Wyomissing, PA 19610
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The Genesius Family by John Gancar, Member-at-Large

The members of Genesius The-
atre often regard themselves 

as family. Because of the long hours 
involved with putting on a production 
or simply running a theatre, many 
members see more of their Genesius 
family then their real family. In fact, 
most people, in this crazy, bustling 
world of ours, do not see their fam-
ily as much as they would like.  Gone 
are the days of family dinners, game 
nights and even weekend trips to a 
special family destination. There is 
just not enough time.

Some of our resourceful members, 
however, do get to spend lots of qual-
ity time with their family. Instead of 
some of the more traditional family 
customs, they choose to do a show to-
gether. This has always been the case 
at Genesius. In the past, many hus-
bands and wives, siblings and parents 
and children have performed on this 
stage together.  It is a wonderful way 
to share time with your spouse, child 
or sibling and also create unforget-
table memories.

In our upcoming production of 
Parade, we are happy to have many 
family members working together. 

Sisters Barbara and Sandra Cimo-
chowski have worked together on this 
stage for over thirty years. Kira Apple, 
who will be playing Lucille Frank, is 
thrilled to be performing again with 
her mother, Madeline Corcoran.  Ra-
chel Himes will also share the stage 
with her mother, Amy Stewart-
Himes.  The Snyder sisters, Becca and 
Emily, will be in the production and 
their father, Rod, will be the set de-
signer.  Husbands and wives in Parade 
are Erin and Bob Aregood and Ruth 
Ann and Ken Dreistadt. Just for good 
measure, the Dreistadt’s have brought 
along their granddaughter, Marissa 
Bubbenmoyer. And we can’t forget 
cousins, Annie Knabb and Ryan Kat-
zenmoyer, sharing the stage for the 
first time.

So, Genesius Theatre is not only a 
great place to see local theatre. It is 
a way to connect or re-connect with 
family members. Please join us and 
begin the memories. To become a 
member of Genesius, visit our web-
site or simply inquire at the box of-
fice. Hope to see you and your sister, 
brother, mother, father, aunt, uncle or 
cousin in our next production.
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Genesius Theatre Presents

COME BACK, 
LITTLE SHEBA

A Drama In Two Acts

by 

William Inge

Produced by special arrangement with 
Samuel French

Sponsored by the Scheiner Family
 

Director.............................. Marjory Ewald
Assistant Director..................... Abbe Dillon
Producer.................................... Alex Miller
Technical Director............Kathryn Brannon
Master Carpenter...................... Rod Snyder
Stage Manager...................... Ken Dreistadt
Set Design............................ David Reppert
Set Director...........................Ingrid Soltysik
Light Design........................ Kirk Lawrence
Costume Design...............F.B. Spector, PhD.
Property Mistress....................Erin Aregood
Sound..............................Kathryn Brannon
Lights.................................. Joseph Majesky

Production

Production Crew
Rod Snyder, Ray Warmkessel, Ken Dreistadt, 
John Gancar, Kirk Lawrence, Marjory Ewald, 
Abbe Dillon, David Reppert, Ingrid Soltysik

Stage Crew
Ken Dreistadt, Sheila Harrington, Christina 
Ferlazzo

Photography
Kirk Lawrence 

Tech

Information
Genesius Theatre 
153 N. 10th Street
(Corner of 10th and Walnut), Reading, PA

Tickets: 610-373-9500
Office: 610-371-8151

Performances:
8:00 p.m. on April 23, 24, 30 and May 1
2:00 p.m. on April 25 and May 2
7:00 p.m. on April 29
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Lola......................................... Anita Lewis
Doc...............................................Dan Smith
Marie........................................Brandi Bailey
Mrs. Coffman....................... Kathy Newville
Turk.................................. Brian McMinimee
Bruce...............................Jonathon Browning
Ed...........................................Kirk Lawrence
Elmo................................. Michael Harbach
Milkman..................................Brian Miller
Postman....................... Kenneth J. Dreistadt

Cast
Special Thanks to 

Reading Civic Theater
for the use of set pieces and 

props

Special Thanks to 
Production Solutions

for the lighting and design 
assistance



– 6 –

Who’s Who

Brandi Bailey Jonathon Browning

Ken Dreistadt Michael Harbach Kirk Lawrence Anita Lewis

Brian McMinimee Brian Miller Kathy Newville Dan Smith

Brandi Bailey (Marie) This is Ms. Bailey’s first production with Genesius Theater. Her last performance 
was with RCP in their production of Jake’s Women in which she played Maggie. As someone very new 
to live theater Ms. Bailey finds the experience extremely gratifying and looks forward to many more 
productions. She would like to thank her family and friends for all of their support and encouragement. 
She would especially like to thank Genesius Theatre.  “I cannot say thank you enough to have this op-
portunity, to work with such amazingly talented people, and a wonderfully organized theater.”

Jon Browning (Bruce) This is Jon’s fourth show at Genesius Theatre. Jon was last seen portraying the 
role of Rick in Debbie Does Dallas. Jon would like to thank his friends, family, God and Baxter for their 
continued love and support. 
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Kenneth J. Dreistadt (Postman) Kenneth is glad to be back at Genesius for his third show.  He was 
last seen as the radio announcer and Ensemble member of The Belsnickel Scrooge.  He was also seen in 
The Wedding Singer as the father of the bride and the Ensemble. He was also a soloist and part of the 
Ensemble in Music of Hollywood at the Reading Museum. He would like to thank his wife and family for 
the encouragement and support while being a “theater widow”. He would also like to thank Marjory and 
Abbe for giving him this opportunity to be in Come Back Little Sheba, to be the Stage Manager and work 
with a fantastic cast. Break a leg, cast and crew. 

Michael Harbach (Elmo/Messenger) Having been suckered...er, requested personally by Genesius’ 
“grand dame” Marjory Ewald, Mr. Harbach has emerged from acting retirement to play the pivotal role 
of Elmo for this production. To have seen MH in his most previous role, you’d need a time machine; 
he played Van Helsing in Betty Lou McLean’s critically acclaimed production of Dracula at Kutztown 
College in 1976 (or so).  Roughly 25 years later, he hooked up with the incredible Chris Sperat as bass 
player for the record-breaking Rocky Horror Show at RCP; the rest, as they say, goes without saying, but 
MH has been playing bass and guitar in Genesius’ pit bands for roughly five years now. He sends his love 
and undying respect to Marge, Abbe, Chris, and all of the members of this stellar cast.  He is survived by 
his son Brandon, without whom life would be infinitely less silly.  The subject matter of Sheba, however, 
is no laughing matter, and audiences are respectfully advised to fasten their seat belts.

Kirk Lawrence (Ed) is happy to be a part of this amazing cast, and wonderful production. Kirk was 
last seen in The Belsnickel Scrooge. After Sheba, he can be seen, as yet another meanie (“I’m just doin’ my 
job...”), in Genesius Theatre’s local premiere of Parade. Kirk sends thanks to the M&D, who started him 
on this journey, and to Jamie, who lets Kirk continue down this particular, wacky road. 

Anita Lewis (Lola)  Anita is delighted to bring the role of Lola to the Genesius stage.  Other favorites at 
Genesius include:  Georgie in The Full Monty, The Beggar Woman in Sweeney Todd, and Rebecca in Rags.  
Anita has performed with The Ephrata Performing Arts Center as Sarah in Company, Mary Haines in 
The Women and as Dr. Charlotte in Falsettos. She has also enjoyed roles with RCP (including Giulietta in 
Aspects of Love), Entourage Productions, Alpha Omega Players, RCOS (including Cinderella in R & H’s 
Cinderella), Freedom Chapel Dinner Theater (performing in Ontario), and The Reading Theater Project. 

Brian McMinimee (Turk) This is Brian’s fourth time back on the Genesius stage. He is really excited to 
be back on stage here again. He would like to thank his family and friends for all of their support.

Brian Miller (Milkman)   Brian is appearing  in his second show with Genesius. He finished in his 
last show with Reading Community Players, Take Me Out. He is very  involved the with Fleetwood 
Community Theater, serving this year as president.  He really enjoys being in theater when he can find 
the time. He is very active with coaching and playing tennis when he is not on stage. Break a leg to the 
entire cast. Really enjoy working with everyone!

Kathleen Newville (Mrs. Coffman) Kathy has really enjoyed being a part of this show.  She was last seen 
on this stage in The Belsnickel Scrooge as Elaine-Beggar Woman.  Recently she portrayed Mrs. Almond 
in The Heiress, and Kess in Independence, Lyn in Search for Signs of Intelligent Life at Reading Community 
Players.  She also produced 2bySue; two original pieces written by Sue Sneeringer at RCP.  She was ex-
cited to work with these actors and Marjorie Ewald and hopes to do it again and again. She would like 
to thank her friends and family for their support.  Rob...just a little.

Dan Smith (Doc) is delighted to be cast as the drunk in Sheba in such a beautifully written drama with 
a wonderfully talented cast. His first love is drama, and this play certainly fits the bill. His other favorite 
characters have been Atticus in To Kill A Mockingbird, Proctor in The Crucible, Mark in Mass Appeal, 
and The Laramie Project. Musicals include Marvin in Falsettos, Buddy in Follies, Fagin in Oliver, John 
Adams in 1776, and Lockstock in Urinetown. 
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From The Director

a good beginning 
                    never ends

A developmental music 
program for children newborn                          

to 7 years old.

Tama McConnell • 610-374-6288

kindertama@yahoo.com

by Marjory Ewald

When we first began this produc-
tion, I was drawn to the charac-
ters of Doc and Lola.  I thought 

at first that their problems were a result of the 
society in which they lived, a society that had 
trapped them into a marriage that shouldn’t 
have been.  Yet, the more we rehearsed, the 
more I found that the problems lay in their 
characters, and that Doc and Lola are still 
alive today.  Perhaps they can show us our 
own flaws so that we too can move on.

I would like to thank Abbe Dillon who 
shared many of the decisions along the way 
and showed me how easy life can be when 
one is organized.  I also want to thank David 
Reppert whose  artistic vision brought Doc 
and Lola’s home to life, Ingrid Soltysik who 
placed the finishing touches,  Kirk Lawrence  
who lit our way, and Ken Dreistadt  who truly 
was there for me.  Lastly I would like to thank 
my cast.  I consider myself blessed to be able 
to work with such talented people.

Save The Date
Parade
Sponsored by the Scheiner Family
June 4, 5, 11, 12 at 8pm
June 6, 12, 13 at 2pm
June 9, 10 at 7pm

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels
July 16, 17, 23, 24 at 8pm
July 18, 24, 25 at 2pm
July 21, 22 at 7pm

Evita
In concert at the Reading Museum
August 20, 21, 22

Dog Sees God
September 17, 18, 24, 25 at 8pm
September 16, 23 at 7pm
September 19, 25, 26 at 2pm

Carousel
November 5, 6, 12, 13 at 8pm
November 7, 13, 14 at 2pm
November 10, 11 at 7pm
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May 1, 2010 | 7 PM
Olivet Boys & Girls Club

Center for the Arts
328 Walnut Street | Reading PA

The performance is free and open to the public,
however seating is limited. Contact the Center for the Arts at 

610-373-8910 or Richard.bradbury@olivetbgc.org
to reserve your free ticket

to Pasion Y Arte’s 
7:00 pm performance.

Pasion y Arte Flamenco Co. invites you to a
viewing of the new work-in-progress,

El Duelo (The Wake).
Witness the profundity of the modern

Flamenco Language and be a part of the experience!
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The Artifacts Bank
Run by volunteers of the Centre Park Historic District, 
The Artifacts Bank features salvaged architectural 

building materials from older homes.  

You will find items such as doors, moldings, lighting & 
plumbing fixtures, mantels, posts, spindles, hardware, 

iron work, glass and antiques.  

Open Sundays: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
and 

Mondays: 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
 

Located at 707 North 5th Street, Reading, PA  
Phone  610-375-7860

Also please visit our website 
www.centrepark.org 

for information about all our yearly events and 
neighborhood activities.
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Season Sponsor – $5,000 - associate your name or your organization with every audition, every show, every special 
event, every advertisement, every program, every marketing and communication initiative undertaken by Genesius.
Show Sponsor - $500 or $1,000 – help bring a single production to life through your generous donation.  Your name 
will be associated with the production of your choice and mentioned in all advertising/marketing for that production.  
At the $500 level, you receive an ad in the program for your production…at the $1,000 level you may take an ad in 
the program for the entire season. 
Patron – Take a look through your program and be sure to extend your thanks to our patrons listed there.  Ticket sales 
pay for less than 40% of the Theatre’s operating expenses.  We depend on your generosity to keep our doors open and 
to continue to bring the magic of live theatre to our stage.  All patrons giving at the $250+ level are also recognized 
on the Albert Boscov & Sandy Solmon Thank You Plaque on the lobby wall.
Advertising – Still another way to support Genesius is to advertiser in our program.  This helps Genesius while 
helping you.  Advertising rates range from $25 for a business card ad in a single issue to $150 for a full page in a single 
issue.  If you are interested in advertising, please call 610-371-8151 and leave a message.  Or, ask to talk to a board 
member during intermission or after the show.  We would love to discuss your options with you.
Children - Do you know that Genesius does a camp just for kids every summer?  Do you know that Genesius does 
a children’s production every year where children not only perform on the stage but are mentored in every role from 
audition to performance.  Help support these kids through your generous donation.  Sponsor a kid for camp; fund a 
guest speaker; underwrite a field trip; the possibilities are limited only by our own imagination.
The Reading Public Museum – 2010 will be the third year in a row that Genesius will perform at The Reading Public 
Museum.  2008 saw A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC performed in the Atrium during Genesius’ Season of a Celebration 
of Sondheim.   In its 2009 Season of America at War, CHESS in Concert was performed to a sold out crowd at each 
of its three performances.  This year – EVITA In Concert will be performed 3 times on August 20, 21 and 22.  There 
are multiple sponsorship opportunities that will help ensure this outstanding series continues for years to come.  Call 
610-371-8151 to find out more.

GENESIUS THEATRE is a 501c3 non-profit organization making all donations fully tax deductible

Sponsorship Opportunities and Special Events



– 12 –

Season Ticket Information

Genesius Theatre
2010 Main Stage Season

Subscription Qty Price Total

Full Main Stage Season $100
Pick Three Shows $50
2010 Genesius Membership $25

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE =$ 

Received _____  By_____  Order # _______________
Processed _____  By_____  DL _______________
Special Instructions / Other Information
_________________________________________

Check or money order payable to Genesius Theatre
Visa Mastercard AmEx   Cash   

Card number ________________________________
Expiration date _________ V-Code________

Name as it appears on card

______________________________________________

Name __________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________
City/ST/Zip ____________________________________________
Daytime telephone ______________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________

Genesius Theatre
PO Box 6564

Wyomissing, PA 19610
610-371-8151

www.GenesiusTheatre.org

Subscribe Today!

Tax-deductible Contribution + $

________________________________________
Name for program listing

Debbie Does Dallas
Come Back Little Sheba

Parade

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels
Dog Sees God

Carousel

The cost of tonight’s ticket can be deducted from 
the season ticket price -- see box office for details.

Come Back, Little  Sheba and Parade are sponsored by the Scheiner Family
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 Where Else To Go To See Great Theatre
Alpha/Omega Players
Alpha/Omega Performing Arts Center
301 E. First Street, Birdsboro, PA 
www.alphaomegaplayers.org
Tickets: 610-404-4844
Alpha Kidz present The Wiz: May 7-16
Urinetown: August 7-16
Reading Community Players
403 N. 11th Street, Reading, PA 
www.rcptheatre.org
Tickets: 610-375-9106
Always … Patsy Cline: June 18-27
All My Sons: July 23-August 1
Hansel and Gretel – A Modern Tale: 
September 10-19
Evil Dead, The Musical: October 22-31
Christmas Show TBA: December 10-19
Ephrata Performing Arts Center
In Tom Grater Memorial Park
www.ephrataplayhouseinthepark.org
Tickets: 717- 733-7966
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee: 
April 29 – May 8
The Lady in Question: June 3-12
Rent: July 8-24
Man of La Mancha: Aug. 19 – September 4
Grey Gardens: September 30 – October 9
The Full Monty: November 4-20
Willy Wonka, The Musical: December 9-19

Reading Civic Theatre
At Sovereign Performing Arts Center
136 N. 6th Street, Reading, PA 
www.readingcivic.org
Tickets: 610-373-3311 
The Domino Players
Albright College Center for the Arts
13th & Bern Streets, Reading, PA
www.alb.edu/centerforthearts
Tickets: 610-921-7547
The Cherry Orchard: April 30-May 8
Penn State Berks
Perkins Student Center Theater
Tulpehocken Road, Wyomissing, PA
www.bk.psu.edu/30926.htm
Tickets: 610-396-6371

Attention Theatre Companies!
Send your listing to: 
GenesiusTheatre@verizon.net 
Regional Theatre & Entertainment Links:
genesiustheatre.org — click on “Links”

“America’s Finest Pest Control Company”

Berks County’s Choice for Pest Control Since 1928

610-372-4500
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Welcome to luscious.™

Whether it's helping your business make a lasting impression, 
organizing your community fundraiser or turning a personal 
event into an occasion, Sweet Street Desserts will always complete 
the moment. Contact us for your fundraising and gifting needs 
online at www.sweetstreet.com.

Also, visit us at our newly remodeled Café Sweet Street
on Hiesters Lane for lunch or dessert.
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722 Hiesters Lane, Reading, PA  |  800.793.3897  |  www.sweetstreet.com
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Our deepest gratitude to those who supported our 
Genesius Main Stage renovations:

Eunice and Albert Boscov • Boscov’s Department Stores  
Joe Dolan & Dolan Construction • VF Outlet Village & Ed Harlan  
Sandy Solmon & Sweet Street Desserts  
Ken Fields & Medlar Electric • Garreth Donly 
UGI Corporation • Design Works Architects 
Fleetwood Industries • B & G Glass • Bright Sign 
Fromm Electric • Talarico Plumbing Reiger Plumbing 
GSM Carpets • Waste Management 
Bill McMahon of Econ Opportunities • Michael O’Flaherty 
City of Reading • County of Berks 
The Wyomissing Library • Our City Reading 

Our Heartfelt Thanks

Certif ied Public Accountants
• Audit & Accounting Services

• Business Planning & Consulting
• Business Valuations

• Tax Planning & Preparation
• Investment Advisory & Insurance Services

• Computer Services & Support

Long & Barrell & Co., Ltd. 
135 N. Prospect St., Reading, PA 19606-1407 

610-799-6000 • longbarrell.com
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Check One:	 ❏ Angel $5,000	 ❏ Center Stage $1,000	 ❏ Orchestra $500	
	 ❏ Mezzanine $250	 ❏ Balcony $100	 ❏ Dress Circle $50	
	 ❏ Member $25	 ❏ Other $ ____________	
	
❏ Enclosed please find a check for the full amount of $_ _______  

Please make checks payable to “Genesius Theatre” and mail to:  
Genesius Theatre, PO Box 6564, Wyomissing, PA 19610

❏ Please charge my credit card:	 ❏  Visa	 ❏  Mastercard	 ❏ AMEX	

	 Exp. Date : __________Card Number__________________________________	

	 Signature_________________________________________________________	

Name (please print) ___________________________________________________

Address _ ___________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _ ______________________________________________________

Daytime Phone (      )_ ___________________  Email Address _ ________________

YES, I would like to help ensure the future stability of Genesius Theatre 
and support quality theatre in Berks County by contributing to the Annual 
Giving Campaign at the following level.

Become A Patron Of Genesius Theatre
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Thanks To Our Patrons!
Angel
Albert & Eunice Boscov
Sandy Solmon & Sweet Street

Center Stage
Scheiner Family
F.B. Spector, PhD
Production Solutions
Wishes - Event Planning & Design, 
presented by Boscov’s
Linda & John Bell

Orchestra
Carl Altenderfer
Air Products Foundation
Marjory and Barry Ewald
The Kurowski Family
Nancy Snyder

Mezzanine
Amy Botwright
Jeffrey Coldren
Paul & Therese Knabb
Edwin & Alma Lakin
JoAnn & Dave Lawrence
Cathy Miller
Phyllis Wintz and Phil Presby
Bonnie & Michael Shuman

Balcony
Larry & Helene Fecho
Stephen & Michelle Fecho
Jan & Eileen Fisher
Barry Groebel
Joan Lelacheur
Barry and Elaine Levan
Bonnie Shuman
Dan Smith

Dress Circle
Karen & David Bensinger
John & Kay Bonslaver
Michelle Drayer
Austra Gaige
Rose Gushanas
J Randall Hauk
Elaine Hilbert
Dawn Hornberger
Megan Horst
Kyle Kemp
Michael Kubala
Roger Levesque
Diane Lilarose
John O’Connor
Chris & Jennifer Oswald
Jim Plummer
Barbara Potts
Grant Printz
Elton and Anne Richards
Chris & Karen Miller Sterner
Erin Stevens
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Debbie Does Dallas, directed by 
Christopher Sperat, was presented 
March 5 - 14.  
 The ensemble celebrates Debbie's 
potential trip to Dallas.  Debbie 
(Amanda Leam Guistwite) gets her 
invitation to audition for the Dallas 
cheerleading squad.
Photos by Shannan Denlinger.

Show Recap: Debbie Does Dallas: The Musical



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Show Recap: The Music Of Hollywood




The Music of Hollywood, directed by 
Faye Warmkessel, was presented 
March 21 at the Reading Museum.
 “That’s Entertainment,” sings the 
group. Kevin Cooper performs 
"Singin' In The Rain."Richard 
Bradbury and Jennifer Parker Scott 
dance "Cheek To Cheek." 
Photos by Shannan Denlinger.




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Restaurant Recommendations
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Bed and Breakfast
Antiques

1194 Huffs Church Road
Village of Huff’s Church

Barto, PA 19504

Ph: 610.400.8303  Toll Free: 1.866.754.8038
www.landhavenbandb.com

Show Recap: The Music of Hollywood

On Sunday, March 21, 2010, Genesius 
Theatre presented The Music of Hollywood at 
the Reading Public Museum.  The Museum’s 
continuing music se-
ries, Bagels and Bach 
(series sponsor: Hair 
On The Avenue) en-
joyed a wonderful, 
musical twist as the 
audience enjoyed a 
light breakfast and 
listened to songs from 
the movies.   The 
theme of the Gen-
esius production was 
inspired by the Mu-
seum’s exhibit, The 
Magic of Hollywood: The Gene London Costume 
Collection.

John Gancar served as the narrator of 
the show.  As John introduced the songs, he 

shared fascinating trivia about the films and 
the songs. Faye Warmkessel created the show 
and directed a cast of thirty Genesius mem-

bers who performed 
songs from the great 
films of the Golden 
Age of Hollywood 
such as “Cheek to 
Cheek”, “Get Happy”, 
and “Over the Rain-
bow”.  The highlight 
of the show was a 
medley of twelve Dis-
ney songs arranged 
specifically for the 
show by Andy Cu-
sano. 

The Music of Hollywood was enthusiasti-
cally received by a sold out crowd and marks 
another successful event in the collaboration 
between the Museum and Genesius Theatre.

by Faye Warmkessel
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100% Natural Spring Water                               
& Water Coolers 

(5 Gal., 3 Gal. & Single Serve Sizes)

Office Coffee Service 
(45 Coffee Varieties & Free Brewer Usage)

Filtration Water Coolers Available
(Connects To Your Existing Water Lines)

Free Home and Office Delivery

Call Today & Start  
Tomorrow!

800-924-6841
Shinn Spring Water Co., Inc. 

2 East Pointe Drive • Birdsboro, PA 19508
610-478-0300 • Fax 610-288-2071

www.waterguys.com

Up Next: Parade

Welcome to a world still stinging 
from having lost a war, search-
ing for a new identity, trying to 

be part of the future and still hold on to its 
glorious traditions. It is 1913 Atlanta and the 
true “crime of the century” has just occurred. 
Mary Phagan, a 13 year old factory worker, 
has been raped and murdered. Welcome to 
Parade, the next production at Genesius The-
atre. We are very proud to present the Berks 
County premiere of this important, multi 
Tony Award winning musical.

Parade tells the story of the trial of Leo 
Frank, who was accused of murdering his 
employee, Mary Phagan. These events altered 
the lives of many individuals and helped shape 
the “new south”. Just as important, Parade is 

a love story about a husband and wife who 
finally realize what they mean to one another. 
The beautiful soaring score was written by the 
new voice of Broadway, Robert Jason Brown 
and the book is by Tony Award and Pulitzer 
Prize winning author, Alfred Uhry.

Heading the cast of 40 is Kira Apple as 
Lucille Frank and Philippe Levesque as Leo 
Frank.  An all star supporting cast includes 
Kirk Lawrence, Richard Bradbury, Sandra 
Cimochowski, Bob and Erin Aregood, James 
Barksdale, Dan Smith and Tama McConnell.

Parade opens on June 4th and runs to 
June 13th. Please visit our website, www.
gensiustheatre.com, to purchase tickets. 
Don’t miss this thrilling production.

Parade is sponsored by the Scheiner Family.

by John Gancar

• DeWalt air compressor model # D55168
• Bostitch air stapler model # SB150SX
• Bostitch air nailer model # 1855K
• DeWalt Rt angle drill model # DW960
• Alarm system for the doors of the building: 
most of the wiring is already there
• Cleaning products/supplies
• Paper products for bathrooms
• Condoms (used to keep microphones dry)
• Batteries
• Copy paper
• Cases of soda, water, and/or candy
• Ink for printer
• Primer, paint
• Gift cards such as Home Depot or Lowes
• Outside lighting
• Storage space

Our Wish List
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CONRAD WEISER HARDWARE, INC.
START RIGHT, START HERE

411 North Third Street
Womelsdorf, PA  19567

(610) 589-2725
Fax (610) 589-5026

Store Hours:
Mon thru Fri 7am to 6pm

Sat 8am to 4pm
Sun 10am to 3pm

The most important theatrical event 
of the 21st century opened Gen-
esius Theatre’s 2010 

season. Debbie Does Dallas -- 
The Musical, a stage adaptation 
of the classic adult film played 
for 2 weeks on our stage. 

Audiences’ reactions were 
wildly varied: some were tit-
illated, some were mortified, 
some stormed out, some rolled 
in the aisles, and some were ap-
palled.  But all agreed, it was 
like nothing they had ever (or 
will ever) see again. 

Kudos to Amanda Leam Guistwite, 
Christina Ferlazzo, Becka Malanios, Jenna 

Angstadt (in her theatrical debut), Grete 
Miller, Jon Browning, Jason Denlinger and 

Eric Hassell (in his Genesius 
debut). All were committed 
to bringing the finest musical 
porn to the stage and all were 
fearless in their pursuits. 

Be it oral pleasures (on a ba-
nana), homoerotic and hetero-
erotic overtones, football locker 
room orgies, candle play, or 
simply working with boxes and 
stuff like that, all took one (or 
several) for the team and made 
this director (Chris Sperat, the 

Director formerly known as Mr. Bigtime) 
very proud!

Show Recap: Debbie Does Dallas by Christopher Sperat
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Membership Matters
It's a new year and a new season and the 

perfect time to renew your membership and 
your commitment to helping to make Gene-
sius Theatre all that it can be.  There are many 
new faces entering our doors and many old 
ones returning.  We welcome you all. 

As we launch the 2010 season, Genesius 
is an exciting place to be.  With active grant 
writing, education, costume, marketing and 
fundraising departments and committees 
the Theatre needs your time and your talents.  
Whether you can sew a button, operate a 
table saw, paint a set, submit a grant applica-
tion or sell a private performance - you are 
the Genesius difference - and there is a place 
and a purpose for you here.  

Membership meetings take place in the 
months of March, June, September and No-
vember and are the second Tuesday of the 
month.  If you have a question, an issue, a 
suggestion or just want to be heard, the Board 
meets every month on the second Tuesday of 
the month...contact a board member and ask 
for an invitation.  It will be extended.

We are trying to find someone who can 
take ownership of our Membership Mat-

ters Newsletter.  The purpose of the News-
letter is to keep members informed of all of 
our activities from auditions to rehearsals to 
performances to special events.  These activi-
ties are listed on the Genesius website in the 
Members Login area.  The username is gene-
sius and the password is simmon.  Log in and 
have a look --- we think you'll be surprised 
and maybe even find something you'd like to 
be a part of and involved in.  

If you have not yet renewed your member-
ship, tell us what day you came to see Come 
Back, Little Sheba and we’ll hold your renewal 
to $25 (instead of the $35 it should now cost).  

We wish you a wonderful 2010 and look 
forward to seeing you at the Theatre.

Genesius Board of Directors
Abbe Dillon, President
Rod Snyder, Vice President
Amy Botwright, Treasurer
Alex Miller, Secretary
Brian Fichthorn, Member at Large
Hope L. O'Pake, Member at Large
John Gancar, Member at Large
Kirk Lawrence, Member at Large
Barry Ewald, Member at Large

How to Order Tickets:
Credit Card Reservations 

24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week!

Get Tickets Online at 
www.genesiustheatre.org  

or Call 610-373-9500
All Other Reservations or 

Questions  
Call the Office at 610-371-8151

by Abbe Dillon, President
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Genesius is expanding the 
Costume Department to include 

educational programs and 
facilitate internships with fashion/

costuming students.  We’re 
looking for donations of the 

following:

Thank you!

• Stain removers (Oxyclean)
• Clothing
• Hats
• Accessories
• Crafting supplies

...and, consider helping out in the 
Costume Department.  It’s a great 

place to learn, laugh, and create 
magic!

If you can help, please contact 
F.B. Spector, PhD

610-823-2828

fbspector@excaliburit.com

Costume Department   
Donations Wanted

Clean 4 You
“It’s What We Do”

 Christopher Paolini • Daniel Rotkiske

50 Sapphire Lane
Mohnton, PA  19540

Christopher: 610-790-7803
Daniel: 484-955-4135
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E n t e r t a i n i n g  & 
E v e n t  C o n ce  p t s
Presented by Boscov’s

Event planning and design services for private, social and 
corporate functions. From start to finish perfection, think of 
us when planning your next event. We can make your wishes 
come true.

484-269-7777

Get Your 2010 Genesius Season T-Shirt!

Size Quantity Total
Small
Medium
Large
Extra Large
XX Large
XXX Large

TOTAL Order

Name

Phone

Check
Credit Card
Cash

2010 Season Tee (black - long sleeve)

$25

Price

GENESIUS THEATRE 

$20
$20
$20
$20
$25
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Back of T-shirt is in color (front has Genesius logo, and sleeve has name of theatre)
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Come watch the 
Reading 

stars SHINE!

Genesius Theatre’s guide to the Reading stage

Footlights Editor: Jamie Howard	 Staff Photographer: Shannan Denlinger
Marketing Director: Kirk Lawrence  

To Advertise: 610-371-8151	 Mail: PO Box 6564, Wyomissing, PA 19610 

Website: genesiustheatre.org	 Email: genesiustheatre@verizon.net

footlights!

Genesius Readers Theatre
The program includes a presentation by the 

Genesius Readers followed by audience par-
ticipation in creating 
their own scenes. 

Reader’s Theatre 
is a performance 
of written material 
without the use of 
props, costumes, or 
staging such as set 
and lighting.  The ac-
tor depends on vocal 
techniques, posture, 
and gestures to con-
vey the character to 
the audience.  There are many types of written 
material that can work effectively for Readers 
Theatre from poetry to literature (fiction and 
non-fiction) to actual plays.  It is also an ex-
cellent vehicle for original material.   

Our workshop will focus on using the script 
for Everything I Needed to Know I Learned in 
Kindergarten. This play was adapted from the 

book by Robert Fulghum and deals with ex-
periences from our childhood that have had 

a strong influence 
on our view of the 
world.  It contains 
many short scenes 
that range from hu-
morous to thought-
ful.  Genesius will 
present one of these 
scenes which fo-
cuses on a school 
production of Cin-
derella.  After a brief 
discussion of Read-

er’s Theatre techniques, the audience will be 
given the opportunity to choose other scenes 
from the show, briefly rehearse, and present.   
It is a wonderful opportunity to participate in 
an evening of theatre.

For more information or to book a work-
shop, contact Marjory Ewald at 610-207-
2279.


